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SA ARMY ARTY FMN GALA EVENING: 24 MARCH 2017 
(by Capt Tumi Chabalala) 
 
The SA Army Artillery Formation held its Gala evening at the School of Artillery 
on 24 March 2017. The event was of a high profile specifically to celebrate the 
awarding of the South African Artillery’s highest awards to deserving and 
qualifying members.  The South African Corps Council bestowed on the 
following members the Master Gunners Award (SA Artillery members’ ultimate 
commendation award that the Artillery can bestow on its members in 
recognition of his/her contribution to the Artillery Corps), Brigadier General Kia 
Makina, Lieutenant Colonel Buks Botha, Lieutenant Colonel Landen Croft and 
Major Elton Joshua.  The Limber Gunners award (An Award awarded to a non 
SAA member who served the guns with distinction in his/her personal capacity 
and must have made considerable and lasting contribution to the cause of the 
SAA) was awarded to Lieutenant Colonel Anton Mathee and Mister Japie Pretorius (DLS).  Friend of the Artillery 
(member/institution that plays a contributing role to the development of the Artillery Formation on military related matters as well 
as the general support to activities within the formation) was awarded to Mr Rhajes Romgolam from ARMSCOR. 
 

The members arrived at the School of Artillery Foyer from 18:30 where they 
received refreshments and mingled with one another. At around 19:00, the 
members went into the hall where they proceeding of the evening started, the 
programme director for the evening was the Chief of Staff Artillery Formation 
Colonel de Jager. Chaplain opened the event with a prayer and the member 
enjoyed the starters. The 
Pipe Band from Cape Field 
Artillery Regiment 
entertained the members 
while they enjoyed their 
starters. 

 
Major General Deon Holtzhausen, Chief SA Army Force Structure presented 
Brigadier General Makina, General Officer Commanding SA Army Artillery 
Formation with the first Master Gunner award of the event where after 
Brigadier General Makina officiated the other awards on the eventing.  School 
of Artillery Choir serenated the members while the main course was served. 
 

After the main course the GOC SA Army Artillery Formation, Brigadier General 
Makina and the Formation Warrant Officer; Senior Chief Warrant Officer Jacque 
Niemand presented Major General Deon Holtzhausen with a gift to thank him for 
his service as the former General Officer Commanding of the SA Army Artillery 
Formation. Brig Gen Makina addressed the members, he thanked all that made the 
event possible congratulated all the recipients. After address the members enjoyed 
their dessert. The Programme director thanked all for attending the event and 
invited them for the tea, coffee and biscuits at the foyer. 


